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Trend of Qualitative Studies on Nursing Researches in Japan

Kayoko SEKIJIMA, Fujika KATSUKI, Hirofumi TAKAGI, Michiko KOBAYASHI,
Mari TAKEMURA, Keiko HYODO, Etsuko NISHIYAMA

School of Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Niigata University
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Abstruct Even though “Evidence Based Nursing” has been focused in nursing practice and nursing
research recently, the scientific evidence obtained from the qualitative study must be questionable.
However it is thought that the qualitative study must be suitable for the nursing research.

In order to examine the trend of qualitative study of nursing research in Japan, we used the
“Igaku-Chuo Zassi” as the database which is the major database for the medical sciences. Using
keywords such as “qualitative study”, “KJ method”, “content analysis”, “phenomenology”, “grounded
theory”, and “coding/categorizing method”, we could find 297 articles as qualitative nursing
researches published for the last 10 years in the database.

As a result, we could find 265 articles which were qualitative studies in nursing researches for the last
5 years, while we found only 32 articles for the former 5 years. It was suggested that the number of
qualitative studies was so rapidly increasing in the last decade.

For the last 5 years, the number of articles published in the bulletins was increasing as well as those
in the academic journals.

It was found that many articles used “qualitative content analysis”, “KJ method”, “coding/categoriz-
ing methods”, while the number of articles using the Grounded Theory approach was not so many.
However, the number of articles using “coding/categorizing methods” was increasing rapidly.

The obtained results strongly suggested that it should be necessary to understand the basis of
qualitative theories in order to analyze the qualitative data and also to interpret them appropriately.

— 68 —




